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March 26, 2009
Greg Barkus, Chair
Senate Fish and Game Committee
Montana State Senate

Dear Senator Barkus and members of the Senate Fish and Game Committee,

[ ask for your confirmation of my nomination to the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Commission. Senators Barkus and Brenden have served on this Commission and know
the tremendous amount of work and dedication required to serve the state in that
capacity. I participated in the February and March Commission meetings. 1 feel that I
am eminently qualified for this position for the following three reasons:

First, I come from a long line of hunters and I'm an outdoor enthusiast. I grew up on a
farm and understand the importance of sportsman-landowner relationships. As a kid, 1
beat the corn rows of southern Wisconsin for my parents and grandparents’ pheasant
hunting. Besides being a hunter, I've canoed many of Montana’s rivers, climbed many of
its peaks, and backpacked many of its trails. I’ve skied, sailed, scuba dived, rock
climbed, hang glided, and piloted single engine aircraf.

Second, professionally I spent 34 years teaching and doing research in wildlife and
natural resource management, 28 at UM’s School of Forestry. I taught courses in big
game management, habitat management, population modeling, conservation of natural
resources, recreation river management, wilderness management, and basic ecology. 1
was instrumental in starting the interagency elk-logging studies in the early 70’s in
cooperation with the state, BLM, and US Forest Service. [ was appointed to the Northern
Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery team in 1974, started the first studies of wolves in
Montana in 1973, and the naturally recovering wolf population in the North Fork
Flathead area in 1979. I worked with numerous graduate students on a variety of big
game species.

Finally, 1 served in the Montana House of Representatives for 8 sessions, always on the
Fish and Game Committee and twice chaired that committee. I was chief sponsor or co-
sponsor of numerous wildlife and natural resource bills. I sponsored Montana’s stream
access law, restitution law providing compensation to the state for the illegal killing of
wildlife, laws regulating the game farm industry, law controlling importing and
introducing wildlife into the wild, fish and wildlife crime stoppers law, streamside
management standards for timber harvest, hazardous waste laws and superfund laws. 1
have a good understanding of FWP statutes and a long history of involvement in their
activities and policies.

Thank you for your consideration of my appointment.

Bob Rea“n




Resume — Bob Ream

Bob Ream was born and raised on his grandparents” small farm in southern Wisconsin. His father
worked for USDA Soil Conservation Service, in Wisconsin, Washington DC, and then for the State
Department on international agricultural development in Southeast Asia as Bob was growing up.
He attended the University of Wisconsin (BS and PhD) and University of Utah (MS), with degrees
in agriculture and plant and animal ecology.

In his professional career Bob worked at the University of Denver for 3 years, worked in Forest
Service Wilderness Research for 3 years, and then taught and did research at the University of
Montana for 28 years. He conducted research on natural wolf recolonization in the northern Rocky
Mountains, the cooperative elk-logging study, wilderness management, river recreation
management, and published numerous papers, book chapters, and gave many professional
presentations. His graduate students conducted studies on most of Montana’s big game species.
He taught classes in resource conservation, wildlife ecology and management, habitat management,
wilderness management, and started the Wilderness Institute at the University of Montana. He
sponsored numerous student field trips on the Rocky Mountain Front, Missouri River Breaks, and
many other public lands in Montana. He also served as Acting Dean of the School of Forestry for
15 months in 1993-94,

Bob served in the Montana House of Representatives for 15 years, elected to this position eight
times. He distinguished himself in the House as Chair of Fish and Game Committee and as a leader
on taxation issues as member and vice-chair of House Taxation Committee. He sponsored bills for
stream access, controlling importation of wildlife, wildlife crime stoppers, restitution for illegally
killed wildlife, superfund, hazardous waste management, forest management in the streamside
management zone, game farm management, and numerous other natural resource bills.

Bob retired from the University of Montana in 1997 and stepped down from his legislative position
at the same time. Because of his background and training, Bob has considerable experience in
natural resource issues - endangered species, wilderness allocation, national parks, forest and
wildlife management, etc. He is familiar with state and federal natural resource agencies. His
experience in politics enhances his professional background to provide a good balance of academics
and practical application to natural resource management.
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